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Our Moment in Myanmar

The day following our return home from
the hospital, we loaded up the car with our
two girls, a double stroller, and lots of snacks
and water. After a quick stop atf the US
Consulate to pick up Melanie’s passport, we
headed northwest through the mountains
toward the Union of Myanmar, formerly
Burma. The beauty of the drive through
mountains rising sharply from the ground
and green, terraced fields of rice helped us
forget our journey to the border would take
four hours, and we seftled down in our little
car for a wonderful trip. At the border, the
differences between our temporary home,
Thailand, and its neighbor were all too

Welcoming Interns and Visitors

June brought with it a wonderful new
addition to the Payap Christian family.
Melanie, Whitney, Terri, Leah, and Katie arrived
from Abilene Christian University for a two
month internship here in Chiang Mai. We have
already been so impressed with these servant-
hearted women of God. We also were very
privileged to receive Jordan and Emily Swim of
Richardson, Texas who came to encourage
the church and learn about the ministry here.
This young couple was a special blessing to
our family in many ways, and we truly enjoyed
having another married couple in the midst of
a singles campus ministry. Finally, we enjoyed
the visiting Aggies for Christ on their four of
Thailand and Cambodia. Pray that God will
use each of these individuals for His glory!
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apparent. The Burmese have a slightly
different look from the Thai. They wear a
golden-colored powder on their faces, and
the men often wear long wrap skirts. We
have often heard of the need for the gospel
in this country and of the oppressive
government situation. Now, having met just
a few Burmese people while stepping
across the border to renew our visas, we ask
you fo join us as we pray not only for
Cambodia and Thailand but also for this
dark region. God blessed that ten hour trip
and gave us a renewed sense of His mission
following our time of iliness and doubt.

Jordan and Emily Swim
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Nana'’s Visit

Maggie is still singing “Old MacDonald” following
Casey's Mother's one week visit. The kids enjoyed
every minute of cuddling, kisses, and fun the week
she stayed with us. Nana, as she is now exclusively
known, arrived after a grueling three days of travel.
Since it was her first time in Asia, we gave her a grand
tour, visiting a wat (a Buddhist temple), the giant
pandas at the Zoo, a tour through the hill tribe region
in the north where we went to an elephant farm, and
even to McDonalds! We also celebrated Chris’
twenty-third birthday complete with a chocolate
cake and chocolate icing Nana had brought from

the States.

Nana was a frooper, trying out Thai dishes, the
fraditional Thai greeting, and even driving down a
back street. She even stayed in our little guestroom
with nothing but an air cooler to keep her from
burning up in the Thai heat! We are so thankful she
was able to come and see this part of the world we
love so dearly. Next stop - CAMBODIA!

The Prison of Buddhism

Most people we talk to know
very little about Buddhism; even we
ourselves are just learning people’s
true beliefs and feelings. Hopefully
this brief article can be helpful in
sharing what we've learned.

One of the main premises of
Buddhism is the idea of reincarnat-
ion. The main goalis fo achieve
Nirvana, a state of nothingness, by
constantly becoming better with
each life lived. If you do good
things in your life, your karma will be
good and in your next life you may
return as a higher being (from insect
to cow, cow to woman, woman to
man, man to monk, etc). However,
if you do bad things in your life, the
opposite is frue and you may return
as a lower being like a worm.

Oddly enough, many Buddhists
that we have talked to or have
heard about really don't believe

that they can beat this endless
cycle. They know, deep down, that
they can never do enough good to
outweigh their bad. This puts them
in a very hopeless position.

From our point of view, however,
this hopelessness also adds an
interesting element: they under-
stand very clearly their need for
help - their need for a Savior. They
just don’t know Him yet.

This is why we have chosen to
use our lives in God'’s service to
bring His Message of hope fo the
hopeless in Asia who endlessly
observe meaningless rituals. Won't
you please join with us in praying
for, hoping for, loving, and sharing
Christ with these beautiful people
who have been led astray by
Satan! They need Jesus, they need
us, and they need you!

A Church for Cambodia

Our heart’s desire is to serve God by spreading His

Good News and planting churches among the
Khmer people. When we return to the States in

September, we will be looking for a church who
wants to partner with us to reach the lost in
Cambodia. We ask each of you to pray for the
Cambodian people, for us, and for a church who
wants to fight for souls in Southeast Asia.
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Prayer

Requests

For God to
place Cambo-
dia on the heart
of a church that
will oversee our
work

Upcoming
visitors

Growth for the
Zone ministry in
Chiang Mai

We need a job
to take care of
our family while
we raise long-
term support

His Gifts
for

His Glory!

Kidsd Korner

From Maggie

| love my Nana! She let me put on her
lipstick, wash my hands with her foamy
hand sanitizer, and even gave me M&Ms
to eat. Yum! My new favorite thing to do
is play with the water hose on our
driveway. Mommy has started even
letting me have my bath out there in the
afternoon before my nap.

| love to wrestle and tickle with
Daddy. He is my favorite person in the
whole world! He faught me how to count
to ten even though | sometimes forget to
say the number five. | try to help Melanie
do all these new things | am learning, but
she just doesn't seem to be able to.

From Melanie

| am growing like a weed! | weigh five
kilograms (over ten pounds), and my
curly hair is furning very blonde. | gave
Nana my first smile just like big sister did.
Mommy wasn't very happy about that,
but she forgave me when | smiled and
tried to talk to her, too. Everyone loves
me at church, especially the interns. One
intfern is even named after me! | am so
glad I am noft sick anymore and can
play at home with my family.

Tentmaker is off to a Great Start in '08!

Learn More about Helping Support Our Ministry

Tentmaker Web Design

Helping to Support the Allisons in Cambodia

Go to tentmaker.allisonmission.com to receive a quote for your new website!

100% of our profits go to support our work in Cambodia!
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